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I let my friend know that I was \Tery tired, that my
doctor had ordered me to rest, and that I regretted being
forced to give up all my activities. I had smelt the trap.
My young friend had been quite sincere.

The first interview took place during the summer of 1941.

March 1942?

In April 1942 Pierre Laval entered the Vichy Govern-
ment as President du Conseil.

Everything became quite clear.
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THE Communist Party have become past masters in the
organisation of underground activity. I have attended
communist demonstrations of three to four hundred people
where the police have been unable to intervene in time.

This is how it was managed. Sympathisers were fore-
warned of the demonstration by the organisers. The exact
time and place were indicated. Demonstrators would
arrive singly and enter near-by cafes or houses. At the
chosen spot and time two militant communists would
unfurl a large streamer, previously rolled up under then-
clothes, bearing such phrases as "Down with Hitler*' or
"Long live freedom." This was the sign for sympathisers
to group themselves round the streamer and sing revolu-
tionary anthems. At a given signal, before the police had
had time to intervene, the crowd dispersed. If the police
did manage to make one or two arrests, they were attacked
by demonstrators and forced to release their prisoners.

I have already told how, thanks to forming the Pentagon
and to cleaning all tools and destroying any papers used
in preparing Valmy, we were able to continue our under-
ground work from the start of the German occupation
without being too apprehensive.